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SUBJECT: MICROWAVES IN WASHINGTON POST 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF AP ARTICLE, ENTITLED "HIGH 
RADIATION REPORTED IN NIXON ROOM ON "59 SOVIET TRIP," 

WHICH APPEARED ON PAGE 2 OF MAY 1 WASHINGTON POST. 

2. TWO FORMER SECRET SERVICE AGENTS SAY INTENSE LEVELS OF 
RADIATION WERE DISCOVERED IN 1959 AT THE U.S. AMBASSADOR'S 
MANSION IN MOSCOW DURING THEN-VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD NIXON'S 
TRIP TO THE SOVIET UNION AND THAT NIXON MAY HAVE BEEN EX- 
POSED TO THE RADIATION. 

3. THE FORMER SECRET SERVICE AGENTS SAID THEY DETECTED 
THE RADIATION IN THE QUARTERS OF THEN-U.S. AMBASSADOR 
LLEWELLYN E. THOMPSON WHO RESIDED AT THE SPASO HOUSE MAN- 
SION. THOMPSON DIED OF CANCER IN 1972. 

4. DURING HIS FOUR-DAY STAY IN MOSCOW, NIXON SLEPT THERE, 

AND THE AGENTS SAY HE MAY HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO THE RAYS 
FOR ONE NIGHT UNTIL THE RADIATION WAS STOPPED. 
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5. IT WAS DURING THIS VISIT THAT NIXON AND SOVIET PREMIER 
NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV HAD THEIR FAMOUS "KITCHEN DEBATE" ABOUT 
THE MERITS OF CAPITALISM VERSUS COMMUNISM. 

6. THE AGENTS' STATEMENTS COME AFTER RECENT DISCLOSURES 
THAT THE U. S. EMBASSY IN MOSCOW IS THE TARGET OF MICRO- 
WAVE RADIATION THAT U. S. OFFICIALS SAY IS BEING BEAMED 
BY THE SOVIETS. IT WAS UNCLEAR WHETHER THE RADIATION DE- 
TECTED IN THE AMBASSADOR S MANSION DURING NIXON'S 1959 
VISIT HAD ANY RELATIONSHIP TO THIS MICROWAVE RADIATION 
AT THE EMBASSY. 

7. THE REPORT OF NIXON'S BRUSH WITH THE RADIATION FIRST 
SURFACED IN A COPY RIGHTED ARTICLE IN THE WEEK'S EDITION 
OF THE "BLACK AND WHITE," THE SCHOOL NEWSPAPER OF WALT 
WHITMAN HIGH SCHOOL IN BETHESDA. WRITTEN BY SENIORS 
MICHAEL GILL AND RICHARD BERKE, IT CITES AS ITS SOURCE 

A "HIGHLY PLACED GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL WHO REQUESTED ANO- 
NYMITY." 

8. IN SEPARATE INTERVIEWS, JAMES GOLDEN, THE FORMER 
AGENT WHO SAID HE FIRST DISCOVERED THE RADIATION, AND 
JOHN T. SHERWOOD, THE CHIEF OF THE SECRET SERVICE DETAIL 
FOR THE NIXON TRIP. BOTH SAID NIXON'S PERSONAL PHYSICIAN 
WAS ADVISED OF THEIR FINDINGS AT THE TIME AND THAT THEY 
ALSO FILED A FULL REPORT WITH THEIR SUPERIORS WHEN THEY 
RETURNED TO WASHINGTON. GOLDEN RETIRED FROM THE SERVICE 
IN 1960. SHERWOOD RETIRED IN 1962. 

9. ACCORDING TO SHERWOOD'S ACCOUNT OF THE INCIDENT, WHICH 
WAS CONFIRMED BY GOLDEN, THE DISCOVERY OF THE RADIATION 
CAME ABOUT BY ACCIDENT. 

10. DURING HIS 1 1-DAY RUSSIAN TOUR. NIXON WAS TO VISIT 
SOME RUSSIAN INDUSTRIAL CITIES AFTER LEAVING MOSCOW, IN- 
CLUDING SVERDLOVSK, WHICH WAS TOUTED AT THE TIME AS RUSSIA'S 
"ATOMIC CITY" BECAUSE OF THE NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS BUILT 
NEAR THERE. 

1 1 . PREPARING FOR THAT STOP, SECRET SERVICE AGENTS 
INCLUDED DOSIMETERS AND FILM BADGES. BOTH ATOMIC RADIATION 
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MEASURING DEVICES, IN THEIR SECURITY GEAR. 

12. AFTER NIXON'S ARRIVAL. GOLDEN MADE A ROUTINE CHECK 
OF HIS DOSIMETER OUTSIDE THE AMBASSADOR'S BEDROOM. "IT 
SHOWED A READING OF 18 AND WAS CLIMBING RAPIDLY," GOLDEN 
SAID. "I COULDN'T BELIEVE MY EYES OR THE DOSIMETER." 

13. GOLDEN SAID HE GOT A SECOND DOSIMETER. "WHEN I 
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TESTED INSIDE THE AMBASSADOR'S BEDROOM, IT WENT OFF THE 

SCALE," GOLDEN SAID. "ADDITIONAL CHECKS OF OTHER AREAS 
IN THE EMBASSY THAT EVENING PROVED NEGATIVE. THE RADIA 
TION WAS CONCENTRATED IN THE AMBASSADOR'S BEDROOM AND IN 
THE STAFF QUARTERS ADJACENT TO IT." 

14. THE FOLLOWING MORNING, HE DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH 
SHERWOOD. SHERWOOD AND GOLDEN SAID THEY DECIDED TO 
ATTEMPT A BLUFF THAT THEY FELT MIGHT PERSUADE THE SOVIETS 
TO STOP THE RADIATION. 

15. THEY SAID THEY WENT TO AN AREA THEY WERE RELATIVELY 
CERTAIN WAS BUGGED BY THE SOVIETS AND IN HEATED TONES 
BEGAN DISCUSSING THE MATTER. ”WE DIDN'T HAVE ANY IDEA 
WHAT WAS GOING ON," SHERWOOD SAID, "BUT WE MADE IT SOUND 
LIKE WE DID." 

16. SHERWOOD AND GOLDEN SAID THAT ROUGHLY THREE HOURS 
AFTER THEIR CONVERSATION, THE RADIATION DISAPPEARED AND 
NEVER RETURNED DURING THE BALANCE OF NIXON'S STAY IN 
RUSSIA. 

17. SOURCES WITH ADDITIONAL KNOWLEDGE OF THE MATTER 
SAID THAT WITHIN WEEKS OF THE INCIDENT, A "GREAT DEAL 

OF HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED DETECTION AND MONITORING GEAR" 
WAS SENT TO THE U.S. EMBASSY IN MOSCOW VIA DIPLOMATIC 
POUCH. SISCO 
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